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VIEW 


S$co's Rebellion, &c. 


\ UR Eyes are at this time wholly tur- 
ned upon Scotland, and the Diſcourſe 

of the Town is ſo engroſs'd by the daily 
Accounts of the defperate Reſolution of the 
Highland Clans to take up Arms for the Pre- 
render, that ſcarce any thing elfe is talk*d of, 
As to Matters of Fact, and the Hiſtory 


of their Proceedings in this Unnatural Caſe, 


T have nothing to do with it; out daily 
Papers will be careſul enough to inform us 
of every thing as it paſles : But my preſent 
Affair is to ſet right the Notions of our 
People on one Side as well as on the other; 

partienlarly, as to the Ability theſe Highlan- 
ders have, or ha vs not, to gl ve us Diſlutbance, 


and 


4 
and what we have to fear from them; and 
this I think, is an Information we very 
much want. 

Nothing is more extravagantly remote, 
than the Accounts of this Matter are from 
Truth; and from one ancther; one Side 
magnifying, and the other Side undervalu- 
ing the Highlanders, and the Power they 
may be ſuppoſed to raiſe, to ſuch a Degree, 
as equally tends to deceive and delude us; 
and both theſe, at a Time when nothing 
can be more fatal to this Nation, than to 
be deceiv'd one way or other. 

Surely if the Highlanders in Scotland are in 
Arms; if they have declared for the Preten- 
der; if they are preparing to march South- 
ward; if there are ſix or ſeven Noblemen, 
and a great many Gentlemen engaged, and 
that they are extending their Quarters, ta- 
king Poſſeſſion of the Sea Coaſts, fortifying 
Towns, marching to their general Rendez- 
vous, and forming their Troops for a War, 
as all our printed Accounts relate it, there 
muſt certainly be one of theſe two Things 
oo» ER 
(C.) Either that they have a greater 
Strength among themſelves than we ima- 
gine : Or, 

+ (2.) They muſt have greater Expectations 
of Relief and Supply from Abroad than we 
imagine ; they muſt have ſome Powers en- 
gaged with chem, which they belieye are 4 


ble 


0 
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ble to aſſiſt them, in a Manner which we do 
not yet learn; and then it ſhould follow, that 
they are to be look'd upon as a very formi- 
dable and terrible People. 

On the other Hand, if, as ſome relate, 


| our Army is already in a Condition to at- 
1 rack them; if they are to be ſurrounded 


and fallen upon by the Lord Sutherland in 
the Counties of Sutherland and Caithneſs, and 
by Lard [{lz from Aregyle-ſhire and the Welt- 
ern Highlands, who will attack them in the 
Flank ; it the taichful Highlanders are ſuperior 
to them, both in Number and Vigour, and 
able to fall upon them without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Regular Troops; if the ſtopping 
a few Ships with Arms and Ammunition 
at Havre de Grace or St. Maloes, will effectu- 
ally diſable them, and render their being 
aſſiſted from Abroad impracticable; then 
we may be eaſy, look upon them as already 
fubdu'd, and trouble ourſelves no more at 


the Matter, the Men being only a few en- 
ag'd Mad-men, ripe for Deſtruction. 

It cannot be doubted but that both Sides 
un on extravagantly in their Accounts of 
heſe Things, and make the moſt of whar 
hey tell us, according to the Parts they 
ake in the Quarrel ; and they think they 
o the Intereſt which they eſpouſe great 
ervice, by magnifying or detractipg, as 
eir Humour leads, and that it is ot Uſe 
talk High, whether they talk True or no: 


But 


(6) 
But T cannot think theſe Men in the right 
on either Hand; I think our Caſe is not 
ſo bad that we ſhould be afraid to hear the 
worlt that can be ſaid with Truth, or ſo 
good that we ſhould not think it required 
all the Aſſiſtance which Truth can give it. 
Let us not flatter ourſelves then, or fright 
ourſelves, but let us endeavour to come to a 
right View of the Caſe, that we may from 
thence make a right Judgment: Any one 
may fee the Deſign is laid very deep, the Ja- 
cobites have not been idle, neither has the 
Succeſs of their ſecret Management been 
ſmall; and were there Succeſs in the Publick 
Part of their appearing, to anſwer their Di- 
ligence, we ſhould have more cauſe to dread 
them, than I hope we ſhall ever have here. 
This appears in the great Numbers of 
Gentlemen who have been drawn into the 
Deſign, and which they ſay are ſeverally 
embark'd. It is not for me to undertake 


to Name, as ſome do, the Numbers whic 
in every Part of the Kingdom have bee 
deluded to engage in this Rebellion. Bu 
were one twentieth Part true of what i 
boaſted of, the Revolution was fcarce 4 
more general Revolt than this is threaten' 
to be. | „ 
However, it is not Talk that will remo 
King GEORG E from the Throne; he 
not to be ſung out of the Nation with 
Lille-burlero, às King James was; and 2 
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fore to encourage ourſelves in the juſt De- 
fence of the King and Kingdom, let us 
enquire boldly into the Strength of the E- 
rods and not be afraid to make the moſt 
Of it. | 

The Inſurrection is at preſent only in the 
Highlands of Scotland, it is indeed threatned 
in other Places, bur there only they are yet 
actually in Arms, nor will I ſuppoſe here, 
that they will be able to make Head in any 
other Places; the Vigilance of the Govern- 
ment, and the Power that they have at hand 
to ſuppreſs them being conlidered, we have 
great Reaſon to hope they will not; and as 
it is not for any faithful Subject to ſay what 
Rebels may attempt, ſo neither is it fit we 
ſhould intimidate or prepoſſeſs the Minds of 
the People with Apprehenſions of Danger, 
when they are rather to be encourag'd to 


prevent than to expect it. 


Let us then ſee in what State and Con- 


dition this Inſurrection may be ſuppoſed 
to be, which is- already begun; if any fur- 


ther Evils happen, it may be time enough 
to ſpeak of them when we ſee them. 

Firſt, I find two Things are much the 
Enquiry of our People when they ſpeak of 
this Matter. 3 

(1.) What theſe Highlanders are? And 

(2.) What their Numbers may be ? | 

As to the Particulars of what Forces they 


have now together, how furniſhed wich 


Arms, 


(8) 
Arms, Money, Ammunition, S. thoſe 
Things relate to the preſent Conſpiracy 
more in particular than to the general En- 


quiry; but 1 find our People at a great 


Loſs to know the Circumſtance upon Which 
the reſt is formed; they neither know who 
they are to Fight with, or what the manner 
of the War is like to be; and this Ignorance 
leads into many Errors; particularly, that 
on one hand they are apt to ſlight and Con- 
temn them, as a weak and deſpicable Pe6- 
ple, not of Conſequence enough to give us 
any Concern, not powerful enough to make 
any Diſturbance, or worth our while to 
raiſe Troops againſt; but eaſily to be ſup- 
preſs'd by the Zeal of the Loyal People 
in- Scotland, and by the ordinary Militia 
of the County; and this I think -an Er- 
for which may be dangerous one way; 
or on the other Hand, they are ſo ter- 
rified and allarmed at theſe Highlanders, 
as if they were all Giants of the Sons of 
Anak, the ' moſt terrible Fellows in the 
World, fo dreadful for their perfonal Va- 
Tour, that no Men were able to match 
them, and ſo formidable for their Numbers, 
that all the Forces in the Nation were not 
ſufficient to attack them, and that therefofe 
nothing could now be done, without cal- 
ling Foreign Forces over to our Aſſiſtance. 

Theſe Miſtakes I deſire to rectify, and 
am perſuaded I ſhall by no Mears offerid 


the 
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the preſent Government, in ſetting the 
People to rights in this Matter, ſecing the 


latter Miſtake is of the two the moſt preju- 
dicial, and the right repreſenting thefe Peo- 
| ple, will certainly tend to the publick Ad- 
vantage, in preventing a fatal Contempt of 
a dangerous Enemy, or a publick Encon- 
ragement to the Defertion of our People, 


it they think the Enemy likely to ſtand 
their Ground. | <4 

Firſt then to the Queſtion, What. theſe 
Highlanders are? Take st in a few Words: 
hey are the Inhabitants of the Norwesr 


Parts of Scotland, including the Midland 


Part alſo, from the Water of Tay to the Wa- 
ter of 'Neſfe. ib N 


But as there are other Higblanders in Scot- 
land beſtdes choſe who I am now to ſpeak 


of, I deſire the Reader to obſerve, that by 


theſe” Highlanders, I am to be underſtood, 
thoſe who are now in Rebellion, for there 
ate the: Weſtern Highlands, as well as the 
North, and theſe axe generally thoſe who 
are fubſect to the Family of the Campbells, of 
whom the Duke of Argyle is the Chief or 


Head, and to the Family of Douglaſs, of 
whom the late Duke of Quttnibiry, was 2 
collateral Branch, and the preſent Duke of 


Douglaß A Minor, is the Chief. Theſe are 


not at all concern'd in this Rebellion, bus 
are in many Parts of a quite differing Inte- 


reft, 
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reſt; and rather enclin'd to the Cameronian 
Presbyterians, than to the Facobite Party. 
Adjoining to theſe, and indeed the be- 
ginning of the North Highlanders ate the Fa- 
mily of Broad-albin; the Word deſcribes the 
People, Broad ſignifying in the Highland 
| Tongue, greateft or mot extended; and Albin 
a Mountain, from whence alſo the moſt 
Mountainous Part of Scotland is called Alba- 
n, and Broad-albin ſignifies the higheſt Part 
of Albany, or of the Mountains. 

Theſe Highlanders we are told are in the 
Conſpiracy, and that their Head, who is 
the Earl of Broad-albin, and of the Family 
of is one of the Peers of Scotland 
now in Rebellion; his Forces, meerly as 
Chief of the Name, are not eſteemed to be 
above 1200 Men; but as ſome of his Neigh- 
bouring Clans are to be ſuppos'd to receive 
Encouragement from his Example, and to 
join their Servants and Vaſſals to his, they 
have reported that the Broad-albin Men are 
4000, which tho? I muſt queſtion the Truth 
of, yet I leave it to Time to diſcover. _ 
From Broad-albin, North by Loquababer 
and the Iſes, (viz.) the Weſtern Sea-Coafh is 
all included in what we call the Highlands 
for about 100 Miles, even almoſt to the Nor- 
weft Point of the Ifle of Britain, interſected 
nevertheleſs in the inland Part by the Coun- 
ty of Roß Sutherland, and at the Head ex- 


tended North to Strathnaver and Caithneß, of | 


which 


(13 
which Counties the Earl of Sutherland, 
whoſe eldeſt Son has the Style of Lord 
Strathmaver, the Lord Roß, and the famous 
Laird of Grant, are the Chiefs; the ſaid 
Laird of Grant being alſo poſſeſs'd of ſome 
part of the Highlands, and theſe are allin the 
Intereſt of his Majeſty King George, and if 
ſufficiently ſupplied with Arms and Am- 


munition, &c. and encouraged by the Pre- 


ſence of their ſaid Chiefs, theſe might be 


of great Uſe againſt the rebellious Part, and 


may aſſiſt to ſurround them, and divide their 
Forces when the King's Troops advance to- 
wards them from the Sf 

The Breadth of the High! mls is different, 
according to the Sciruation and Poſition of 
the Kingdom of Scotland; for the Sea bear- 
ing in upon the Land by ſeveral deep Bays 
and Firths or Inlets of the Ifland itſelf, in 
ſome places, may be eſteemed not above 40 
or 50 Miles over; yet from Lequaber and the 
Triſh Sea, on the Weſt- ſide to Athol and the 
Shire of Angus in the Eaſt, may all be eſtee- 
med the Higblands, and in ſome places is a- 
bove 80 Miles over; aad by this Account 
the whole Country called the Highlands, 
Welt as well as North, and including the 
Illes, may be efteemed the greateſt Half of 
Scotland, of which Half two Thirds may, 1 
believe, be accounted to the Rebellious Part 
of che Hg/ands, if Accounts be true. 


On 


( x23 ) 

On the other Hand, if it be true, which 
fome of our Accounts inform us, that the 
Rebels have extended themſelves Eaſt, over 
all the Shir es of Angus Mairn, Aberdeen, 
the Gowree and to the Firth of Cromarty, 
from Montroſs to Inverneſi, and that having 
the Paſs of St. Tohnſtoum over the Tay, they 
are Maſters of the Province of Fife : I ſay, 
ſhould this be true, then we may allow 
them to poſſeſs one full half of Sco:land, as to 
Extent of Land I mean, but not as to the 
Wealth, Plentifulneſs and Number of the 
Inhabitants; nor is there any Doubt, but 
that as ſoon as the King's Forces come to 

Action, and to advance upon them, but 
they will be ſoon obliged to quit the Lows 


lands of Fife, Angus, Gc. and be confin'd to 


a narrower Compaſs. 

But to proceed from the Country to the 
People : "Theſe Mountains are inhabited by 
certain people, ho tho? called Scots, are 
more properly Ir:j, and who as they really 
Have their Original, ſo they claim their Affi- 
nity to the Vi, by retaining the Habit and 
Language of the Ancient Jriſh, many of em 
for ſeveral Scores of Miles being able to 
ſpeak or underſtand no other Language. 
The Manners of theſe People are rude 
and barbarous, and tho? ſubject to the Bri- 
1iſh Government, yet the Common people 
know no Laws or Government but the ab- 
ſolute Will of their Chief. They are divi- 
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ded into; Clans or Families, of which the el- 
deft Branch always preſerves the Authority, 
and is called their Chief, and by his Primo- 
geniture demands ſuch a Homage that all 
the colateral Lines or Branches of the Fa- 
mily are ſubject to him by a kind of Natu- 
ral Law-: Under theſe Chiefs are the ſeve- 
ral Gentlemen of the Name, who have a- 
gain under them their Tenants and Vaſſals; 
the firſt are their abſolute Slaves, and being 
ſcarce ſenſible of any other Law, or of any o- 
ther Government, the Laird or Landlord com- 
mands them and their Subſtance on all Oc- 


caſions, either for Civil Service or Military; 


and when they will not ſtir upon the King's 
Call, or the beating Drums for Voluntiers, 
yet on the Call of the Laird, tho' but with 
a Whiſtle or a Sounding-Horn, they will 
come together arm'd in a Moment, ready 
for any Miſchief that the Laird ſhall com- 
mand them to do, whether to Kill, Burn, 
Rob, Raviſh, or whatever elſe comes to 
hand. 1 | | 

It was earneſtly wiſhed that the Liberty of 
theſe People might have been obtained by 
the late Union; but that Treaty had ſo many 
other Enemies, and had ſuch Difficulties in 
its bringing to paſs, that had not the Nor- 
thern Nobility been aſſured beforehand that 
their Patriarchial Tyranny ſhould be re- 
ſervꝰd to them, they had never been brought 
to acquieſce in the proceedings in Parlia- 
a | ment ; 


( 14 ) 

ment; and had they oppoſed it in the Parlia- 
ment, tho? they had not taken Arms, yet it 
wasevident the Union had never been brought 
to perfection; ſo that the Government were 
then obliged to drop the Deſign of giving. 
theſe people the Liberty which their Neigh- 
bours enjoy, and to make it a Part of the 
Treaty, that all the Rights, Privileges and 
Superiority of the Gentry and Nobiliry 
ſhould remain and be preſerved as they were 
before, which if it had not been the preſent 
Rebellion could not have happened. 

But to return to.the Highlanders: As the 
Tenants arethus entire Slaves to their Land- 
lords; ſo many of theſe Landlords are not 
Free-holders, but Copy-holders as they may 


be call'd, and in Scotland are term?d Vaſ- 


ſals, which hold their Lands as our Copy- 
holders in former Days did in England, by 
Knight -Services, and other Services and 
Tenures, and theſe Free-Tenants or Feuda- 
tories are obliged by their Tenures to mount 
on Horſeback, or otherwiſe attend with 
their Arms and Accoutrements when ever 
the Chief or Laird commands, as may evi- 
dently appear from the Earl of Marr's in- 
tercepted Letter to his Man Fockey, publi- 


ſhed in the Gazette, Sepr. 24. 1715. wherein | 


firſt he commands his own immediate Te- 
nants to attend him as their Duty, and 
threatens Fire and Sword if they refuſe, as 
that he has a juſt Right to puniſh * for 
. MER thete 
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their Diſobedience ; and as for the Gentle- 
men, that 1s, his Free-Tenants or Copy-hol- 
ders, he ſummons them with their beſt Ac- 
coutrements on Horfebackz and no Excuſe, 
no, not Loyalty to their King to be accep- 
red of. Take the Words out of the. afore- 
ſaid Letter as follows, Viz. 


I have ſent you encloſed an Order for the Lord- 
ſhip of Kildrummy, which yow are immediately 
to intimate to all my Vaſſals ; if they give ready O- 
bedience it will make ſome amends, if not, they 


may depend upon it I will be the firit to ſend an 


Order to Treat them as Enemies; particularly, tt 


my own Tenants of Kildrummy know, that if 


they come not forth with their befF Arms, I will 


{end a Party immediately to Burn what they ſhall 


miſs taking frem them; and you are to tell the 
Gentlemen, that Tl expect them in their bef# Ac- 


. coutrements on Horſeback, and no Excuſe to be ac- 
cepted of. 1 


Mar. | 


There need no more than the Style of this 


Letter to give any one a true Idea of the 
State of the common people in the Highlands 
of Scotland, and with what abſolute Autho- 


| rity the Lairds and Chiefs can command 


their Servants and Vaſſals, altho? it were a- 

gainſt their own undoubted Sovereign. 
This Subjection naturally allows that 
thoſe Chiefs have it mpre in their power 
— 


— — 
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to diſturb the Civil peace of the Kingdom} 

than it were to be wiſh'd any Subjects in 

ſo well ordered a Government as this is 
to be truſted wich; and the preſent 

Rebellion is an unanſwerable proof of it; 
for upon this Authority of the Chiefs and 
Lairds is founded tie whole Expectation of 
the Pretender. 

Ie was from this Reaſon that the late E. 
of Godolpbin, when he acted as Prime Mi- 
niſter, thought fit to ſecurè the Loyalty of 
ſome: of themoſt powerſul as well as moſt 
turbulent of theſe Chiefs, rather by fair 
Meam, Promiſes, little Perferme nts, and 
Tome Money, chan to give the Enemy room 
to pamper with them, and bring them over 
by dhe ſame Acts to Engagements prejudi- 
cial to the common Intereſt; and the Wiſ- 
dom of this Management Was ſo approv'd 
after wards, that altho' practiſed by another 
Party, perhaps with differing Views; yet 
has receiv'd no Cenſure among the Miſma- 
nagements of the late Reign. 

e Names GMtlieſe Chiefs are not 10 ma- 

: tec, being many and 'barbarous; ſuch as 

5 che. Aue benxies, Nac. donalds, Nek. intoſhes, 

Alac : gregros, Mad. pherſons, | Mn less, the Fra- 

- tart, the Gordonsy thee Murraysi the Lairds of 

 Glayry, Glenunole, Glencoe, "and many b- 
| thers. 


„ 


” Bokides theſe, ehe chief of cli Robili 
who are inceveſted: in cheſe Hirblands, 


wi | 


5 (17) : 
who themſelves or their Sons ate, 4s we 
hear, concerned in the preſent Inſurrection, 
ate the Duke of Gordon, whole eldeſt Son, the 
Marquis of Huntley, and the Duke of Athol, 
whoſe eldeſt Son, the Marquis of Tullibar- 
din, are with the Rebels; the Earl Mas 
reſchal, the Earl of Kinoul, by his ſecond 
Son Mr. Hay, the Earls of Kilſyth , Broad- 
albin, Kinmure, Errol, South-Fisk, Mareſcal, 
&c. the Lord Drummond, the Earl of Marr, 
who commands the reſt, and ſeveral others 
of leſſer Intereſt; and it is not to be doubt- 
ed but all the Strength theſe Men can mu- 
ſter in the Field, ſhall be brought together 
upon this Occaſion, beſides the Inliſted 
Men which they may pick up in the reſt of 
the Country, whether they extend them- 
ſelves, and who, if they have Money to 
pay them, may be formed into Regular 
Troops, of which however I do not hear 
they have many; but of that when I ſpeak 
of their Numbers. = 
It remains to give ſome Deſcription of 
the Highlanders themſelves; it is true, and 
the Manner of their Living in ſome mea- 
ſure requires it, that theſe Highlanders are 
more inur'd to Arms than the Inhabitants of 
any other part of Scotland, their Way of Li- 
ving being to get their Subſiſtance in the 
Mountains by their Gun, ſhooting Wild- 
Fowl, Deer, Oc. and by this Means they 


- are not only all furniſhed with Arms, but 


. as 
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as they live ſometimes in Enmity with one 
another, and decide their perſonal Breaches 
very often by the Sword, in which ſome- 
times, from the Differences between 2 mean 


Perſons, the whole Families are engaged, | 


and they often come to pitch'd Battles, one 
Clan againſt another, ſo it occaſions them 
to be more acquainted with their Arms, 
and with the Diſcipline of War, than other 
Men are; and it may be ſaid of them, that 
they are the beſt undiſciplin'ꝰd Soldiers that 
can be in the World; and tho' the way of 
our Fighting in the Field is of late much 
alter'd, and diſciplin'd Troops are become 
much more terrible than ever before, yet it 
was found by Experience, at the Fight of 
Gilly=Crankey, that the raw and undiſciplin'd 
Highlanders did, by the Fury of a deſperate 
Charge, put the Regular Troops into Con- 
fuſion, and beat them out of the Field: But 
of this I believe there is not much Danger 
now. 

The Highlander is always arm'd, the 
meaneſt Man amongſt them, even the Dub- 
ſcalper, a Name for thoſe who run at the 


 Horſe-Foot of the Laird, is not without a 


Gun, a broad Sword, a Durk and a Tar- 
get; and their Dexterity at uſing theſe 
Weapons, their Manner of Fighting with 
them, their Nimbleneſs of Foot, and their 
(Courage, are Things which would require 
more Room to deſcribe them, than can be 
ſpared in this ſmall Tract. Their 
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Their Habit is hard to deſcribe, and is 
altogether barbarous, yet adapted to the 
Advantage of their Bodies, and admirably 


\ ſuited to their Way of Living. 


They wear Pumps for Shoes, ſo thin, as 
that they rather tread the Ground than the 
Shoe, and this is for their Convenience in 
Running ; and by which, as has been ob- 
ſerved of them, they have this Advantage 
in Fight, that if they are beaten, there is 
no overtaking them, and if they conquer, 
it is very hard to get away from them; but 
their Senſe of this nimble Faculty has alſo 
ſome Inconveniencies, which is, (vix.) 
That it the Impetuoſity of their firſt Charge 
is firmly received, and they cannot make 
an Impreſſion with their firſt Shock, they 
think of truſting: to their Feet ſooner than 
other Men, and when they begin to run, 
very ſeldom look behind them, or rally a- 
gain till they recover the top of the Hills, 
where they are ſure not to be follow*d by 
the Horſe; fo that our Men have nothing 
to do but to receive the firſt Fury of their 
Charge and ſtand firm, and they may be 
ſure the Highlanders ſeldom make a ſecond; 
on the other Hand, the Highlanders being fo 
{wift of Foot, may ſerve the more to ani- 


mate the Courage of our Men, ſince their 


Hopes muſt be in their Valour only, and 
they mult reſolve to truſt to their Hands and 
not to their Heels in this War, 1 

| btn. * 1e 
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The Highlander garters his Stockings be- 
low the Knees, and wears no Breeches in 
the coldeſt Seaſon, but his Plaid which is 
belted about him, and his Trouze hanging 
from his Waſt to the middle of the Thigh 
and ſomething lower, ſerves him inſtead of 
Breeches, and hangs looſe to his Thigh, 
open below, but plaited and full like the 
Vallens of a Bed, and not unlike the Skirts 
of the old Roman Habit, which always 
hung looſe upon the Thigh, as may be ſeen 
by our Statues of Princes, which are dreſs'd 
like the Reman Emperors, ſuch as that of 
King Charles II. in Marble on the Royal- 
Exchange, of King James II. in the Privy- 
Garden in Braſs, and ſeveral others : By 
this Dreſs his Knee is naked for about two 
Hands Length above and below, and the 
Hamſtrings being thus free from the Gar- 
. ters, they ſuppoſe themſelves more nimble 
and eaſy ; nor is the Cold which their other 
Parts are hereby expoſed to any Grievance 
to them, but they bear it as readily as we 
do in our Faces or Hands, or other Parts 
daily expoſed, which makes them very har- 
dy. 
"7 hey have beſides this their Plaid, a looſe 
. Garment in the nature of a Robe, which 
they carry as it were on their Arm; it is 
thrown over their Shoulder, and tho? to oyr 


Imagination it ſeems to be very cumberſome, | ' 


yet as they neyer go without it, they are ſo 
; dexterous 
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ate in the caſting it about them and 


handling it, that it is no hindrance to them 
at all, either in their running or handling 


their Weapons; on the contrary, they make 


it very ſerviceable in their Fighting, by 
covering one half of their Body with it, e- 
ſpecially their left Arm, and Shoulders, in 
ſuch a Manner as no Sword can cutthro? it, 
but that which it is more particularly ſer- 
viceable to them for, is, that they lodge in 
it as in a Houſe, or that they may be ſaid 
to carry their Tents always about them 
and when they come into the Field, they 
ſhal: lodge more warm, wrapt up in their 
Plaid, than they think the other Soldiers 
can do in their Tents, | 

And thus I have given their Habit, their 
Weapons and Manner of Fighting, their 
full Advantage; I come next to the Men 
themſelves, in which, however dreadful 
they have been repreſented, I muſt crave 
Leave to differ from common Fame, in ſe- 
yeral things relating to them, upon which 
the greateſt Streſs is laid at this time. 

Theſe Men are ſtrong, large, made bardy and 
very rugged, rather deſperate than bold, and ra- 
ther furious than couragious ; they have one Tem- 
per, which whatever it is in them, is in other 


Men inſeparable from a Coward, (viz.) That 
they are mercileſs, barbarous and bloody, no gene- 
' rows Pity, no true Gallantry of Mind appears a- 
mong them; but obſerve, that it is the meaner 


Sort 
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tlemen in all Nations of the World, but theſe wild 
Highland-men may well be tiled wild men, 


for they act the brutal Part to Perfection, being 


Voratious, cruel, inſolent and unmerciful in their 


Proſperity, and baſely ſervile or ſullen if they are 


ſubdued, 


As they are wedded to their barbarous Cuſtoms, 
ſo are they to their Way of Fighting, and it is the 
hardeft thing imaginable to bring them, I mean 
in their Own Country, to alter their Method, 
or ro fall into the new Diſcipline, or indeed to be 
perſwaded that it is better than their own ; this In- 
firmity of their Temper ts as ſure a Pledge of their 
being beaten, whenever they come into the Field, 
as can be deſird, it being as impoſſible for them to 
break into a Line of our Men, (when they ſtand 
with their Bayonets on their Firelocks charged as 
Pikes) as it was in former Times for the Perſian 
tumultary Crowds to break in uvon the Macedo- 
nian Pbalanx, which ſtood as a Wall of Braff, 
and being formed like a Wedge, by advancing 


made gradually and neceſſarily its Way thro the 


Bodies of their Enemies, 
It us the ſame Caſe here, and I doubt not but 
our Officers will be thoroughly ſatisfied in this Part, 


that our manner of Fighting, cloſe Embatteling, 
and preſenting the Point of the Bayonet with the 


Muſquet, ts ſo naturally adapted to beat the High- 


landers, and their open looſe Order ſo naturally 
expoſes t hem to be beaten, that nothing can be de 


fir'd more. | 
Be- 
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' Beſides we are to take Notice that the High- 


landers, hurried by the Impetuoſity of their Tem- 
pers, are far from being the moſt obſervant of their 
Lines; and chooſe to Fight in their open Order, 


as it may be calPd, that they may have room to 


| Swing about their heavy broad and unweildy 


Swords, which in cur way of Fighting are of ve- 
ry little uſe, as ſhall appear preſently. 
Obſerving then the difference in the v 
Nature of a $word, which all pretend to be called 
Srords- Men muſt know, the Highlanders can 
do nothing againſt our new Way of Fighting ; The 
Reaſon is plain, they Fight with the Edgegwe with 
the Point; the Edge is a Blow, but the Point is 
4 Bullet, the one falls down and may be defended 
many ways, the other puſhes on in a ſtraight Line, 
and cannot by much be ſo eafily defended; the 
Edge Wounds, but the Point Kills; a Man re- 
ceives many Cuts and yet ſtands to his Work, but 
the firſt Thruſt he receives u into bus Vitals, and 
be drops immediately: The Strength of their Mo- 
tion alſo differs, the Blow is made by the Arm 
only, the Thruſt by the Weight and Strength of 
the whole Body ; the Blow is by the Sword only 
the Thruſt is by the Sword at the end of a Mf. 
quet, ſtrengthen'd by the Weight of the Piece; the 
Blow is by the ſingle Hand, the Thruſt by both 
Arms; the Blow is flow and muſt be preceded by 
lifting up and falling down, the Thruſt is ſwift 
and ſpeedy ; the Blow cannot be redonbled or reco- 
vered without Time, the Thruſt is recovered and 
redeubled in a Moment: In a Word, the Soldier 
can 
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can make three Thruſts to one Blow, From all 
which 1 infer, that the antient Terror of theſe 
Highlanders is entirely vaniſhd; and that un- 
Teſs the Earl of Mar who now leads this Rebelli- 
ous and Barbarian Army can alter their way o 
Fighting, which he will find very difficult to do, 
out new Way has ſo much the advantage of them, 
that the King's Army will be able to Fight them, 
tho? they were three for one, and I refer my Opi- 
nion to the Event. Wherefore to encourage ours 
ſelves alſo, on a yet ſurer and ſtronger Foundati* 
on, I conclude this Part in the Word of the faith- 
ful Spies to the Children of Iſrael, when the 
wicked Spies terrified the People withthe Multitude 
and Strength of their Enemies; Fear ye not the 
People of the Land for they are but Bread 
for us; their Shield is departed from them, 
and the Lord is with us, FEAR THEM 
NOT. 8 
I come next to ſay a Word or two of their 
Numbers, and this muſt be ſpoken to, ei- 
ther as it relates to the Number of the peo- 
ple who are actually in Rebellion; or the 
real Number of the Highlanders, ſuppoſing 
what they are all able to bring into the 
Field, if they were fully to exert themſelves, 
and were all of a Party; which, as is noted 
above, it is Evident they are not. 

As to what the Number of thoſe are who 
are now in actual Rebellion, we have man 
Reaſons to believe they are nothing near ſo 
many as has been related; but of that I 


oo all 
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ihall ſpeak by and by ; but it ſeems neceſſary 
ro ſay ſomething of the Number of the 


Highlanders in General, ſuppoſing them to 


be all of a ſide, for if after that is done it 
ſhould appear that the Numbers now in 
Rebellion are not proportioned to the 
whole Body above one to one, or perhaps 
as above one to two, we ſhall ſoon ſee 
Reaſon to alter our Thoughts, and to lay a- 
ſide our Fears of this Inſurrection, and 
learn to beat them by the Hands of their 
Neighbours, who can fight their own way, 
— are as able to match them as Heart can 
wiſh. 
But as to their Number in general : This 
I find alſo fo variouſly ſpoken of, that there 
is no making any rational Conjecture from 
the Reports of the People; for tho? we 
could rate the Highlands at a juſt Proportion 
to the reſt of Scotland, yet as there is no 
manner of Compariſon between the popu- 
louſneſs of the Parts; ſo if the Highlands are 
one third part of the Country, yet L 
cannot allow that they contain a ſixth Part 
of the Inhabitants of Scotland, and of them 
not a fourth Part can be ſuppoſed to be 
brought into any War of what kind foever. 
PII ſuppoſe then with the higheſt, that 
the Part of Scotland which is called the 
Highlands, is able to furniſh 50000 Fight- 
ing Men; no Man who ſpeaks of Scotland 
with any Underſtanding can fuppoſe them 
| D to 
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o be more, neither can there really be any 
Reaſon to call them ſo many; of thoſe it 


cannot be doubted but the Loyal Nobility}. 


amount to a half; and if we ſhall ſuppoſe 
his Grace the Duke of Athol to retain, his 
People in the Bounds of their Duty, it muſt 
be above half, the 4thol Men being reckon'd 
at leaſt at 000. | 

The Dukes of Argyle, Douglas and Mon- 
troſe, the Earl of Sutherland, the Lord Roſs, 
and the Laird of Grant, and the other High- 
land Lairds who are Loyal, muſt be able to 
make up a Moyety of the reſt. 

This then is ſuppoſing the Rebellious 
Highlanders to be 25900 ; but then we muſt 
likewiſe ſuppoſe, that every Man and Mo- 
thers Child, as it is ſaid, ſhall come into 
the Field, which is no more likely, than 
that the young French King ſhould go into 
the Field. 

So that upon the whole, if the Earl of 
Mar by the Influence of his Money, his o- 
ther Arts, and by the Witchcraft of Rebel- 
lion, ſhould ſpirit up 10 or 12000 High- 
land Men tumultuouſly to herd together 
and take Arms, it is as much as can be ra- 
tionably expected. 

And ſhall theſe terrifie a whole Nation ? 
Shall our Stocks fall, and our Countenances 


look pale at ſuch a fight as this? For ſhame, | 


let Engliſh Men rouze up their Spirits and 
a& more like themſelves ; Nay, tho? 1 
; ; . e. 
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Rebels ſhould have the Encouragements of 
{ome ſeeming Succeſſes in the beginning, 


tho they ſhould extend their Quarters, 
take open and unguarded Towns, impriſon 


naked and defenceleſs Magiſtrates, or de- 
feat any ſmall Parties of Men in their firſt 
ſetting out ; what will this amount to, when 
the Strength of the whole Kingdom comes 
to attack them in a Body? when they come 
out of their lurking Holes and Mountains 
to fight in the open Field with a powerful, 
experienc'd and diſciplin'd Army of Englifh 
Soldiers? As the whole Power of Scotland 
could neyer defeat us in plain Figld, ſure a 
Body of Mountaneers, ſet on Fife with a 
miſtaken Zeal, and the Sport of Rapine and 


Rebellion, cannot do it. 


I know it is alledged by ſome, that the 
Poiſon is ſpread at home, that there are 
great Numbers in England diſaffected to 
the Government, and reſolv'd to take Arms, 
and that this is the Hope of the Rebels in 
Scotland, and the Ground of all their En- 
couragement. Now, tho? I ſhall not grant 
a Word of this to be true, becauſe we have 
ſuch good Ground to believe the Back of 
the Engliſh Conſpiracy is broken, their Mea- 
ſures diſconcerted, and ſo many of the 
Heads of it are Scattered or Impriſoned; yet 


as England has always been able to deal with 


her own Rebels, and to puniſh thoſe wh, 


have attempted her Deſtruction, ſo I doubt 


not 
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not ſhe will again, if any ſuch Attempts 
ſhall be made; and therefore laying no 


Streſs upon that part of the Rebels Expe- , 


Ctation, I ſhall confine my ſelf to the par- 


. ticular Head where I began, 'and treat of 


Scotland only; for let England ſtand how it 
will, there will not, there muſt not fail to 
be ſufficient Armies provided to Fight the 
Scots Rebels as often as they dare ſhow 
their Faces, nay, tho' every Battle ſhould 
not be a Victory; for as long as there runs 
any Proteſtant Blood in Ereliſh Veins, there 
muſt not an Hour's' Reſpite be given to a 
Rebellion of this Nature; nor is there anv 
Reaſon to fear the Highland Rebellion ſhall 
ever bring us to that Extremity. 

It remains then to enquire, what is the 
moſt proper Courſe to be taken for the im- 
mediate Reduction of this abominable Re- 


bellion? that if their Confederates in Eng- 


land have any Views that way, they may 
be dealt with in Proportion to their Merit. 
J am far from undertaking to direct thoſe 


who have the Management of Affairs; but 
ſomething may be offered in which this 


War differs from others, and which per- 
haps every one has not equal Experience of. 

It is moſt certain, that the Country in 
Which theſe Men are, and where they 
have rais*d their Rebellion, is Poor and 
Mountainous, Barren and Unhoſpitable ; 


nor is it by any means able to maintain an 


Army: 


629 

Army : If right Meaſures therefore are ta- 
ken with theſe Men, they will be van- 
quiſh*d without Battle, and beaten with- 
out Fighting: It is true, that the Country 
does maintain the people when diſperſed in 
Families and in Villages, thin and remote 
from one another; but it muſt be allow'd, 
that there is a manifeſt Difference between 
the Supply of a thin ſcattered People, and 
the furniſhing a Body of People collected 
into an Army, whoſe Proviſions muſt be 
amaſs'd together, laid up in Magazines, 
and carried from place to place, where Ne- 
ceſſity obliges them to March. | 

The main Step therefore would be to ſur- 
round them ſo with Troops on all ſides, that 
they ſhould not be able to march out ; 
That is, in ſhort, to keep them at home, 
where they are, and ſtraighten their Quar- 


ters gradually till they are reduced to their 


real Highlands; and it is eaſie to prove, 
that in a little time they muſt ſeparate, and 
by Conſequence Fight at Diſadvantage, or 
Starve; let them chooſe which they pleaſe 
of the Three, | 
This Notion world indeed be very ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous, were it not eaſie to 
prove how practicable it is; and in Order 
to this, the Scituation of the Country where 
they now are, is to be conſidered. | 
Firſt, It is well known that as Britain in 
general is an Iſland, and on all ſides ſur- 
| rounded 
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rounded with the Sea, ſo the North Part of levi 


Scotland is a Peninſula, and is ſurrounded|' 
with Sea on every ſide except to the South; I 


this Southern Part again is reduc'd to a very 
ſhort Front by the two Great Firths, or 
Inlets of the Sea; the one call'd, The Firth 
of Forth, and the other, The Firth of Clyde; 
the firſt from the mean Ocean runs in as 
far as Stirling, with a Breadth of ſeveral 
Miles, ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, 
to Alloway the Seat of my Lord Mar, with- 
in four Miles of Stirling-Bridgez and the o- 
ther from the Triſh Sea bears in to or near 


Dunbarton-Caſtle, and up to Glaſgow, carry- | 


ing likewiſe a great Breadth of Water. 

From theſe two Rivers is not above 20 
Miles in breadth, and here only an Army 
muſt be poſted to keep theſe Wild People 
in. This is that famous Neck of Land 
where Adrian or Severous, the Roman Empe- 
ror, built that famous Wall of Earth to 
defend the flat Country from the Incurſions 
of the Picts, the Remains of which are to be 
ſeen to this Day. 

The Wiſdom of the Romans ſeems to be 
our Guide at this time, their Buſineſs was 
to keep the barbarous Pids within their 
own Bounds, to wit, the black Hills and 
rugged Mountains of the North; and this 
they thought was a ſufficient Conqueſt of 
them, and even fo would. it be ſtill; for if 
they cannot paſs this Narrow. Is, it is 

CVI- 
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of [evident they can neither make War upon 
ed (us, or ſubſiſt themſelves ; ſo that Encamp- 
ing or even Cantoning a good ſtrong Body 
ry of an Army at this Place, by which they 
"3x [may be kept in and reſtrained, fo as that 
tb they could nor break thro? without a Bat- 
1, :Jtle, would ſoon put an end to this Rebelli- 
as [on without much Blood; for it is plain, 
ral the Highlanders can neither keep in a Body 


nor get Shipping to Tranſport themſelves 
over the t vo Firths. 


The Seaſon of the Year will not permit 
hem to keep the Field with an Army during 
the Winter, they muſt either come to Ac- 
ion or diſperſe : As for coming to Action 
nd Fighting a pitch'd Battle with an Ar- 
ny acting defenſively only, it will be very 
robable, that if they will do lit they may 
e obliged to do it with great diſadvantage ; 
uch as attacking them intrench*d, paſſing 
River in their Faces, or ſome ſuch diffi- 
ulty ; which they, who are not the beſt 
iſciplin'd Troops in the World, as it is; 
ould be leſs fitted to undertake than other 
rmies might be. And thus they may 
ome to our Hands at a cheaper Rate than 
rdinary; and if they do not venture thus 
fight at a diſadvantage, they muſt keep 
ithin the Limits aforeſaid, till by the ſe- 
erity of the Seaſon, the deep Snows and 
ong Nights of almoſt 18 Hours, and intol- 
erable Cold, they are obliged to retire. 
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And thus the War may coſt leſs Blood tha 
others may imagine. 

Nor let any one miſtake me, and think ! 
am Talking ſo unſouldier-like as to ſuppoſe 
that in this Poſture the Rebels ſhall be left 
free to range at Pleaſure over the whole 
North of Scotland, and to Rob the King of ſc 
great a Part of his Dominions. No, no 
nothing leſs is in the View by this Scheme 
of War; for as the Sea is at his Majeſty' 
Command, and they lie open on every ſide 
to be Invaded, there can never want Op 
poctunity to Land upon them in all the pro 
per Places on the Sea-Coaſts, and to break 
in upon them by Land, fo, as ſoon tc 
ſtreighten their Quarters and graduall 
drive them to thoſe Hills where they wel 
know they cannot ſubſiſt at all. 

To make this yet mare evident, the Sci 
tuation of Scotland will afford a Circumſtance 
which perhaps few expect; for the Northern 
Countries of Scotland from two other Penin 
ſula*s or Demy Iſlands beyond this of the Forth 
and the Clyde. For Example, by the Rive 
Tay, the greateſt River and the longeſt in 
Scotland, the Sea enters within the Country 
on the Eaft ſide from the Readbead Point, 
with a broad Firth as high as St. Johnſtown 
or Perth, being near 40 Miles: Oppoſite tc 
this, on the Weft the Triſh Sea breaks in from 
Loquabar, and the great Loch Lomon ſpread 
it ſelf ſo far, that together with the A + 
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ble Mountains of Broad. albin, there is not a- 


bove 30 Miles of paſſable Ground to break 
through in that Part; and thus the Northern 
Part is again cut off, and all the Highlands 
South by Tay will be in his Majeſty's Hands 
whenever it may be found convenient to ad- 
va nce over the River Forth, and drive 
them with a Power ſufficient beyond the 
River Tay. | 

Nor is this all, but there is yet a third 
Peninſula farther North, much narrower than 
theſe; it is form'd by the Water of Neſs, 
the Paſs whereof is at Inverneß, on the Eafl- 
ſide, and the Water of Loch or Lochy, which 
bears far into the Land on the Weſt-ſide, 
and which by a Line drawn from the Loch 
Head to the Neſſe about 8 Miles, cuts off the 
molt Northern Countries of Caithneß, Suther- 
land, Roſs, Stratlmaver, 8c. which Coun- 
tries being fertile and populous, and the 
Inhabitants firm in his Majeſty's Intereſt, 
that Imus being well guarded by a forti- 
fied Paſs, and a Body of Troops to be {ent 
by Sea, the Rebels will be then more 
ſt reightned, and muſt in the End fall with- 
out fighting, or fight infinitely to] their 
Diſadvantage, and conſequently to their 
Ruin. | 

If any Man thinks this Advice Unſol- 
dierly, and putting too great a Weight on 
the preſent Rebellion, let him read the Hi- 
ſtory of the Low-Copntry Wars, and the _ 
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duct of that great Soldier, the old Duke d 
Alva, whoſe Maxim was, when the Prince 
of Orange brought ſeveral times great Ar- 
mies of Hired Germans to ſupport his Inſur- 
rections; the Duke choſe always to act on 
the Defenſive, . protract the War, avoid 
Fighting, and by harraſſing them and 
ſtreightning their Quarters, to make them 
moulder away without Action, or fight 
to Diſadvantage, by which Means he al- 
ways overthrew them. The like Courſe 
did the Kings of France, or their Generals 
rather, take with the Hugonets, by which 
they were often forced to disband, either 
for want of Proviſions or for want of Pay, 
and ſending their Forces into diſtant Parts, 
were brought to Terms of Submiſſion often- 
times without Blood. 

Theſe Things bring me toancther Article, 
which will of itſelf reduce the Rebellion in 
Scotland without Fighting, if they are but 
kept from breaking out into the Lowlands, 
and this is want of Money; it is, true that 


. we are told they have Money, and that the 


Earl of Mar promiſes to pay them as Rez 
gular Troops; But how long will this Mo- 
ney laſt, and by what Means can they get 
Supplies, and from whom ? 

It i well known that even the Pretender 
himſelf, whoſe Fund is in the Zeal of a few Bi- 


gots, and ho begs or borrows that little he gets, 


will be ſoon exhauſted, if the War, as they call 


ts 
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it, be not brought to a Puſh; if it ſpun out in 
Length, his Tether will be run out and his Sup- 
ply fail; And how can the Earl of Mar and hi 
Highlanders, tho? ever ſo deſperate and reſolute, 
carry on ſuch an Undertaking without Money? 

This makes it evident, that if this War us 

brought to a Length, the Rebels mu#t fall an eaſy 
Prey into his Majeſty's Hands, and that without 
Blood; Victory can never be ſaid to be bought 
dear, when it coſts no Blood. The Loſs of Time 
can be of no fatal Conſequences on our ſide, and 
nothing but the Loſs of Time can ſo effettually 
ruin them; they have a deſperate Game to play, 
we have a ſure Game; they have no Hope but in 
making a bold Puſh for Victory before the King's 
Forces are collected, and ſo to inlarge themſelves 
into the Lowlands, where they may get Money, 
Proviſions and Arms, and be joinꝰd by more Peo- 
ple; if they are conquered in this Attempt, if they 
are lock*d in between the Sea and their own Moun- 
tains, and left to fight with Hunger and Cold, and 
cannot break out; they will ſtarde or ſurrender in 
a few Months, | : 

I know our Enemies will ſay that they may be 
relieved by Sea, having much of the Coaſt open 
to them, both on the Eaſt and Weſt-ſide of the 
Iſland ; but while our Men of War are kept in 
proper Stations, cruiſing upon thoſe Shores, and 0 
We know they have no "Men of War to act , 
them, but muft depend upon ſuch Ships as can 
Stealth and Chance eſcape to them, it will be fot 
v7 dif 16 9p) them by S. 1 

| eſ 


* 


(36) 
| Beſides, What profit will it be to their 
foreign Friends, and what Encouragement 
to relieve and ſupply them barely with Food 
to ſubſiſt, when they are confined to a nar- 


row ſtint of Land, and dare not ſet them- 


— — —— 


ſelves at Liberty by the Sword? This will 
be juſt making them like the Pretender's Fa- 
mily to be fed or kept at Board- Wages, and 
we know, good Man! he is ill able to main- 
tain the Houſhold he has, he need not enter- 
tain any more, much leſs a Family as big as 
a little Nation; if they are not ab le to Fight 
for him, they are of no Uſe to him, and he 
ang ſoon be weary of ſending them Sup- 
ies. 
e To ſum up this Matter in few Words, It 


is plain, the Strength of this Rebellion is 


juſt now in its Prime, to fight them imme- 
diately, gives them a fair Caſt, as we may 
call it, for their Cauſe, and who knows 
what may happen? But to ſurround them 
with Forces, and ſpin out the Time upon 
them, they will be undone of Courſe, and 
be vanquiſh'd without a Blow. 


